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Olympia headquarters for the Washington State Grange were completed in 1991.
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An Invitation...
Dear Friends,

For more than 140 years the Grange has been in the “business” of providing op-
portunities for Americans.

As a family-oriented group, the Grange has given families the opportunity to par-
ticipate together. That family participation takes the form of wholesome, meaningful 
activity which draws all of us closer to one another.

As a community action organization, the Grange provides many opportunities for 
service. Since its inception, the fraternity has been involved with projects that elevate 
our standard of living and improve the quality of life for all citizens.

As a grass-roots group, the Grange presents a valuable opportunity for each mem-
ber to make his or her voice heard. Issues of concern can be expressed openly in the 
Grange and unified action by the members establishes policies that guide and direct 
the Grange’s legislative program.

Grangers enjoy having fun. The organization offers a wide variety of recreational opportunities and members 
participate in many contests, programs and activities. This booklet outlines many of these opportunities.

Each one of us can find an area within the organization that will capture our interest and involvement. The 
Grange truly is “people in action.” If you are not actively taking part, I personally invite you to participate. As 
you discover for yourself the opportunities within the Grange, your life, and the life of your community, will 
be enriched.

               Fraternally,

               June Hendrickson,
               State Master (President)
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A Rich Heritage...

Above: The headquarters of the National 
Grange are only two blocks from the 
White House in Washington, D.C. The 
building was dedicated by President 
Eisenhower in 1960.

Below: The Elk River, Minnesota, home-
stead once owned by Oliver Hudson 
Kelley, founder of the Grange, is now a 
living history farm. It is operated by the 
Minnesota Historical Society and is open 
to the public.

Today’s Grange is an organization with 
solid, time-tested roots. The current strength 
and effectiveness of the Grange is a logical 
outgrowth of more than 140 years of unified 
action. It is one of the nation’s oldest and 
most respected groups. 

The Grange, formally known as the 
Order of the Patrons of Husbandry, was 
the life-long dream of a pioneer Minne-
sota farmer, Oliver Hudson Kelley. Besides 
working on his farm, Kelley was a part-time 
clerk in the Commissioner of Agriculture’s 
office in Washington, D.C. Prior to the 
American Civil War he had successfully or-
ganized farmers in his community for some 
cooperative buying and selling projects.

Immediately after the War Between the 
States, Kelley was sent by the commissioner 
of agriculture on a tour through Southern 
states to determine the level of help needed 
by farmers in that war-devastated area.

Later, Kelley told the story of how he, 
as a former New Englander, was refused 
admittance by a Southern farmer because 
he was a hated “Northerner.” However, that 
same farmer recanted and provided Kelley 
hospitality after he learned they were fel-
low Masons.

That chance conversation guided Kel-
ley’s hopes for a national farm organiza-
tion toward a fraternal structure. It was his 
conviction that during the Reconstruction 
period a group that emphasized fraternal 
brotherhood and good will would do the 
most to heal the breach between North and 
South by uniting all farmers in a common 
goal of improving their own lives as well 
as agriculture’s lot.

Upon his return to Washington, D.C., 
Kelley assembled a small nucleus of friends 
to help him design and organize the Patrons 
of Husbandry – the Grange. The National 
Grange was officially organized on Dec. 
4, 1867, in a formal session of some of 
the Grange’s so-called “seven founders.” 
The meeting was held in the office of Wil-
liam Saunders, who was an authority on 
horticultural matters and superintendent 
of the capital gardens and grounds for 
the Bureau of Agriculture. Saunders also 
designed the layout for the Gettysburg 
National Cemetery in Pennsylvania. At 
that first meeting, Saunders was elected 
national master (or president) and Kelley 
was chosen secretary.

Over the past 14 decades the Grange has 

enjoyed numerous accomplishments. There 
have been years of explosive growth and 
some years of decline. But throughout its 
history the organization has stood for the 
American farmer and his rural neighbors, 
fighting for conditions and policies that 
would benefit this large and important seg-
ment of our population.

Because of its life-long commitment to 
boosting the standard of living for farmers 
and other rural residents, the Grange has 
often been the champion for better roads, 
schools, and services by utilities in rural 
areas. There have been countless instances 
where the Grange on the state or national 
levels has entered public debate on numer-
ous issues of importance to many Americans 
– both rural and urban alike. The Grange 
has fought for fair and equitable taxation, 
protection for consumers and producers, 
even-handed trade laws, honest efforts to 
develop rural America, and enhancement 
of provisions that foster positive ethical, 
social and moral conditions.

The National Grange has its own head-
quarters in Washington, D.C.– the only 
non-governmental structure in an area of 
several blocks near the White House. Over 
the years, the Washington State Grange has 
had several from its ranks assume offices of 
importance in the National Grange.
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The Grange Comes to Washington
There were Granges in Washington Ter-

ritory long before statehood was gained. In 
1873 several were organized in the Walla 
Walla area, including Waitsburg Grange No. 
1 which is still an active Grange. These lo-
cal community Granges were then under the 
jurisdiction of the Oregon State Grange.

Organization of the Washington State 
Grange preceded by just two months the 
admission of Washington Territory to 
statehood. There was a direct relationship 
between the two events. The farmers of the 
territory were deeply troubled by some pro-
visions in the proposed state constitution. 
Their concern resulted in the organization 
of a number of new community Granges, 
enabling them to form a state Grange and 
speak out with a stronger voice.

A lodge room on the upper floor of the 
Pioneer Store building in La Camas (now 
Camas) in Clark County was the birthplace 
of what is now the largest state Grange 
in the nation. There, on Sept. 10, 1889, 
delegates and visitors assembled, and the 
Washington State Grange was organized. 
During the three-day session, delegates 
elected and installed officers, conducted 
other necessary business, and adopted 
strong resolutions setting forth the farmers’ 
views on the proposed constitution.

What is the Grange?
The Grange is the world’s only farm-

based fraternal organization. Established 
in Washington, D.C., in 1867, the Na-
tional Grange consists of 3,600 commu-

nity Granges in 37 states with more than 
300,000 members.

The first Grange in Washington state 
was Waitsburg Grange No. 1, near Walla 
Walla, organized in 1873. The first Pomona 
(county-wide) Grange was established in 
Clark County in 1902.

The Washington State Grange coordi-
nates the activities of the state’s 289 com-
munity Granges and the 41 Pomona (county 
and district) Granges. Washington enjoys 
the distinction of having more Grangers 
than any other state – currently around 
50,000 members.

Headquarters for the Washington State 
Grange are in downtown Olympia, just a 
short distance from the Capitol building. 
The National Grange headquarters building 
is located only two blocks from the White 
House at 1616 H Street N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20006 (www.nationalgrange.org).

What is the Grange’s Role?
The Grange is fulfilling a great need in 

communities across the state. It is an orga-
nization in which men, women and young 
people assemble for fellowship, discussion 
and formulation of policies on current is-
sues. The Grange serves as a vehicle for 
promoting positive changes which help 
improve the quality of life for all citizens. 
As an organization that encourages the ac-
tive participation of each family member, 
the Grange is strengthening the family 
structure for its members.

For several decades, sociologists have 

been alarmed by the growing “civic dis-
engagement” that has resulted in a lack of 
involvement by Americans in the affairs of 
their community. The Grange remains as a 
solid institution to counter this trend and in 
many communities the Grange is the only 
organization which remains. In those neigh-
borhoods, and many others, the Grange is 
a spark plug for keeping the community 
together by providing social, educational 
and self-help opportunities.

On the state and national levels, the 
Grange is continuing its long tradition of 
advocating for all Americans, especially 
those under-represented residents of our 
farms, small towns and rural areas. All too 
often, political powers from heavily popu-
lated urban areas push their agendas and the 
Grange is frequently the only voice the rural 
residents have to express their needs. The 
Grange’s philosophy has always been that 
what is good for America’s farms and rural 
residents is good for the entire nation.

Grange Ritual, Ceremonies
and Business Meetings

The Grange is not only a community 
organization, but it is also a fraternal order. 
Like all fraternal organizations, the Grange 
has traditionally used a formal procedure – a 
“ritual” – for opening and closing meetings 
and for welcoming new members.

Each Grange meeting is opened with a 
prayer and presentation of the flag. As in 
other fraternities, there exists within the 
Grange several “levels” or “degrees” of 
membership. The entry level of member-
ship is the local community Grange and 
members there are designated as “fourth 
degree members” because they have par-
ticipated in four initiation ceremonies. 
These ceremonies (or “degrees”) are not 
often preformed now but they constitute an 
important aspect of Grange tradition. The 
county or district Pomona Grange confers 
the fifth degree and the sixth and seventh 
degrees are conferred by the state and na-
tional Granges respectively. Members can 
witness many of these ceremonies at the 
state and national conventions.

Grange meetings are essentially busi-
ness meetings with a portion of the time set 
aside for an entertainment or educational 
feature. There are ample opportunities for 
each member present to become an active 
part of the meeting and every member has 
an equal voice and vote.

Grange Names and Titles
It is believed the name “Grange” origi-

nated in England; early English farms 
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An Opportunity for Everyone...

Facing page: The Washington State 
Grange was born in this building in 
Camas on Sept. 10, 1889.
Right: Young people are welcome in the 
Grange. Youth members enjoy a wide 
range of activities that are specifically 
suited for their interests. These members 
have been elected to  the state youth 
officer corps.

were sometimes called “Granges.” Many 
of the traditional titles of Grange offices 
come from the same source. The owner of 
a farm in medieval England, for instance, 
was called the “Master” and the “Overseer” 
was the person in charge of the workers. 
The “Steward” had responsibility for the 
estate. The person in charge of security 
– the guard – was known as a “gatekeeper.” 
These titles have been incorporated into the 
Grange and are used to designate certain 
offices but some Granges have opted for 
more commonly understood titles such as 
“president” for “master” and “vice presi-
dent” for the “overseer.”

The names of the Grange’s three “court 
ladies” or “Graces” – “Pomona, Ceres and 
Flora” – were taken from Greek mythology 
and represent fruit, grain and flowers re-
spectively. These are primarily ceremonial 
offices within the Grange.

Other titles of offices, such as lecturer 
(also known as program chairperson), 
chaplain, treasurer and secretary, were de-
termined by the scope of their duties.

What Does the Grange Do?
On the local level, Granges in Washing-

ton hold regular meetings similar to other 
organizations. Each member has an equal 
vote and equal voice. Most Granges also 
have other activities reaching far beyond 
the regular meetings. These include com-
munity service projects, special programs 
and activities, and sponsorship of a junior 
Grange or other youth organizations. Social 
activities within the Grange attract partici-
pation throughout the year.

Some Pomona Granges organize county-
wide events such as softball or bowling 
leagues, camping clubs or fund-raising 
drives for food banks, charities or other 
community services. Most Granges, com-
munity, junior and Pomona, actively par-
ticipate in county fairs.

At the statewide level, the Grange car-
ries on a multitude of activities. They range 
from annual presentation of numerous col-
lege scholarships to legislative involvement 
and coordination of projects and contests.

Who May Join the Grange?
Persons 14 years of age and older may 

join a community Grange while children 
age five through 14 are eligible to join a 
junior Grange. Each applicant is urged to 
participate with others in the fraternity to 
advance the interests of agriculture and 
to improve the quality of life within the 
community.

Although early in the Grange’s history 
one had to be a farmer to join, today the 
organization’s ranks are filled with people 
of all occupations. Historically, member-
ship has been concentrated in rural areas 
and small towns, but in Washington state 
there are also active Granges in downtown 
Seattle, Tacoma and Spokane. Urban and 
rural residents share many things in com-
mon and the Grange has been an excellent 
vehicle for these people to work together 
toward common goals.

Junior Granges
Many community Granges sponsor a 

junior Grange. Children age five through 14 
are eligible to belong to the junior Grange 
whether or not they come from a Grange 
family.

Junior members conduct their own meet-
ings and have their own ceremonies for 
special occasions. Through this experience 
they learn leadership, initiative and good 
citizenship skills.

Typical activities engaged in by junior 

Grangers include arts and crafts projects, 
study programs, work leading to merit 
badges, field trips, participation in statewide 
contests, and involvement in community 
service projects. Each junior Grange is 
guided by volunteer adult Grangers.

The Washington State Grange annually 
sponsors several summer camping sessions 
for junior Grangers and other interested 
children and youth. Some scholarships are 
available to help needy children attend a 
summer junior Grange camp.

Youth in the Grange
Young people are encouraged to take an 

active part in Grange activities and from 
the age of 14 they are entitled to participate 
along with adults. However, experience 
has shown that interests of young people 
are sometimes much different from those 
of older members. The Grange youth pro-
gram attempts to provide a broad range of 
activities to meet the special needs of young 
Grangers.

Each Grange has a youth committee 
which attempts to stimulate the interest and 
participation of young Grange members. 
The statewide youth committee is respon-
sible for organizing teen and young adult 
conferences, special contests and other 
activities specifically designed to appeal 
to younger members. Outstanding young 
Grangers and outstanding young Grange 
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A Commitment
to Washington’s
Citizens...

couples are chosen each year at the State 
Grange convention held in June.

Granges sponsor and provide leaders for 
many other youth organizations such as 4-H 
clubs, FFA, FHA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts 
and Camp Fire.

Scholarships Offered
Each year dozens of college scholar-

ships of $750 or more are awarded through 
the Washington State Grange Foundation 
Fund. Additional scholarships are offered 
through the Grange Insurance Associa-
tion. Recipients must either be a Grange 
member or the child of a Grange member, 
have a good academic and extra-curricular 
record, and be ready to attend an institution 
of higher learning. Some scholarships are 
limited to students of agriculture but most 
are available to those engaged in any field 
of study.

Health, Hearing and 
Safety Programs

Granges nationwide have worked for de-
cades to promote family health and safety. 
A special focus has been the Grange’s 
educational program to help members and 
non-members understand and deal with the 
invisible impairment known as deafness. 
This program has helped hundreds of Wash-
ington people with hearing disabilities.

The Grange’s department of Family 
Health, Hearing and Safety has three goals. 
They are: To educate the public about health 
and safety issues; to assist those who are 
hearing impaired; and to promote hearing 
protection.

Annually, money from contributions and 
fund-raisers is used to purchase educational 
materials and equipment which is donated 
to service centers, churches, and schools 

for the benefit of the hearing impaired in 
our state. Scholarship help is offered to 
those who wish to study American Sign 
Language. Interpreters for the deaf are 
provided at many Grange functions.

Women’s Activities
The women’s activities department, un-

der the guidance of a state director, oversees 
women’s projects at community, Pomona 
and statewide levels. A number of contests 
are sponsored annually, including needle-
work, sewing, quilting, canning, baking and 
stuffed toy contests.

Thousands of stuffed toys are made 
by Grangers each year and donated to 
children’s hospitals and other places where 
the cuddly creatures provide comfort to 
traumatized children.

The Grange women also coordinate 
fund-raising for several worthwhile uses. 
These include college scholarships and 
support of various charities.

Lecturer’s Activities
Pomona and community Grange lectur-

ers (program chairpersons) are responsible 
for coordinating educational and enter-
taining programs for members. The state 
lecturer also conducts annual state talent, 
craft, art and photography contests. There 
are leadership development programs and 
other activities as well.

In Washington, the state lecturer also 
administers the statewide Community 
Service Contest. This annual project in-
spires the involvement of Grange people 
in their local communities. Over the years, 
several Washington Granges have been 
named as top community service Granges 
nationally.

Grange lecturers actively promote 

food collection campaigns, particularly 
around World Food Day, October 16. Some 
Granges sponsor food banks.

Farm-City Week in November is pro-
moted by many Granges as an annual effort 
to get city and country people together in 
a constructive way. Grange Week in April 
is another attempt to help everyone under-
stand the importance of agriculture and 
the Grange.

Legislative Involvement
The Grange is a nonpartisan and non-

sectarian organization. It does not attempt 
to limit any member’s freedom to think, 
believe or vote as he or she pleases. The 
Grange has, however, always given its full 
support to good legislation.

Unlike all other fraternal groups, in-
volvement in the legislative process has 
been an important aspect of Grange activity 
since the organization’s inception in 1867. 
As a community-based organization, the 
Grange is a natural arena for discussion 
of local and national issues. Grangers 
assembled for their local community and 
Pomona meetings debate matters of com-
mon concern. Topics range from the need 
for a local traffic signal to school levies; 
from nuclear disarmament to hunger relief 
in Third World nations; from public power 
to state and national social programs.

After debate, the Grange members 
draft and vote on a resolution concerning 
the issue. If the problem is a local one, the 
Grange officers and legislative committee 
members often pursue solution options such 
as visiting local government officials, writ-
ing letters or testifying at hearings.

Resolutions covering issues of statewide 
or national concern are forwarded from the 
community Grange to the State Grange. 
Eventually, the resolution is brought to the 
delegates assembled for the State Grange 
convention, held during the month of June. 
Committees discuss it and delegates debate 
it. When adopted, it becomes State Grange 
policy.

The resolutions passed at the State 
Grange convention that concern national 
matters are referred to the National Grange 
convention for consideration. Resolutions 
adopted there become National Grange 
policy.
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Facing page: The historic La Center Grange hall in Clark County. Recently restored, 
the building is one of the oldest Grange halls in the Pacific Northwest.

Above: This painting, hanging at the Portland headquarters of Bonneville Power 
Administration, depicts the fight waged in 1930 by Washington Grangers to pass 
Initiative No. 1, the Public Power Initiative. From the left are Sen. C.C. Dill, State 
Grange Master Albert Goss, Grange Deputy Ira Shea and Tacoma attorney Homer 
Bone, all leaders in the public power movement. (Photo courtesy of BPA)

The Legislative
Legacy of the
Grange...

In Washington state, representatives of 
the Grange are present in Olympia during 
legislative sessions to explain the Grange 
policy as it relates to bills under consider-
ation. The Grange also prepares and pres-
ents testimony to various commissions and 
at special hearings throughout the year.

News and complete records of the annual 
convention are published in the annual Pro-
ceedings of the Washington State Grange.

Legislative Accomplishments...
Over the years the Grange has sponsored 

several initiatives and supported success-
ful legislation. A small sampling of these 
includes:

• Initiative to the Legislature No. 1 
(1929) allowing formation of public utility 
districts.

• Initiative to the Legislature No. 2 
(1935) that implemented the blanket pri-
mary election process.

• Successful sponsorship of Initiative 
872 (2004) to replace the blanket primary 
with a constitutional “top two” qualifying 
primary.

• Endorsement of full development of 
the Columbia River for power and irriga-
tion.

• Active involvement in cooperatives for 
the benefit of producers and consumers.

• Support of agricultural research and the 
extension service, the agency that transfers 
new developments to those who need it.

• Initiative to the Legislature No. 59 

(1977), the Family Farm Water Act, which 
greatly enhanced the survival of family 
farms in Washington.

• Commitment to agriculture education 
resulting in legislation (1983) mandating 
this program by the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction.

The Grange Favors:
Washington State Grange policy cov-

ers a wide range of issues. A revised State 
Grange policy handbook is published annu-
ally, prior to each session of the Legislature. 
The National Grange policy handbook is 
published each winter. Among the many 
State Grange policies are the following 
views which the organization favors:

• The family farm as the basic unit of 
agricultural production in America.

• Locally controlled land use planing 
to ensure the preservation of productive 
agricultural lands.

• Multiple use concepts in forest man-
agement.

• Full legislative funding of basic educa-
tion as presently defined.

• Publicly controlled utilities such as 
public utility districts and rural electric 
cooperatives.

• Protection of private property and 
water rights.

• Strict enforcement of laws against 
drunk driving.

• Taxing farmland based on its current 
use.

• Accessible and affordable health 
care.

Legislative Objectives
The primary legislative objective of the 

Grange is to represent the views of rural 
residents and of the agricultural community 
– primarily family farmers. The legislative 
policy of the Washington State Grange is 
published and updated annually. It is also 
available on the Internet (www.wa-grange.
org). Reports of Grange action are printed 
monthly in the Washington State Grange 
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Top: Grangers meet with Washington’s governor in his office as he signs a 
proclamation establishing Grange Week.
Middle: Junior Grange members enjoy attending one of several summer week-long 
camps located around the state.
Bottom:The Grange encourages participation in numerous contests appealing to a 
broad range of interests.

Grange Radio Broadcasts
Weekly radio broadcasts are prepared 

and distributed by the Grange. The pro-
grams are dedicated to building a bridge 
of understanding between the agricultural 
producer and the consumer and each one 
focuses on a topic of Grange concern. 
They are heard on radio stations across 
Washington state.

Grange on the Web
Since 1996 the Washington State Grange 

has had a significant presence on the 
Internet. The Grange’s Web site (www.
wa-grange.org) has up-to-the-minute infor-
mation about the organization, its programs 
and point of view. The National Grange 
Web site  is www.nationalgrange.org.

Grange Camping Clubs
A network of Grange Camper Clubs has 

evolved across the state and members of 
these groups travel together to exciting and 
interesting places, usually in the Northwest. 
The clubs are linked together through the 
Grange Camper Association of Washington 
which hosts an annual Fun Rally over the 
Memorial Day weekend. This event attracts 
Grange campers from all the clubs.

Member Benefits
In addition to opening up a wide range 

of local activities, Grange membership 
also brings a subscription to the monthly 
Washington State Grange News and access 
to products and services from quality orga-
nizations. The Washington State Grange has 
forged relationships with selected provid-
ers to furnish benefits to Grange members. 
These include:

• Grange Insurance Association, sup-
plying a wide range of insurance products 
exclusively to Grange members.

• CHS, Inc., and its region-wide network 
of affiliated cooperative stores and outlets 
doing business as Grange Supply Stores or 
Cenex outlets.

• Marketing General Agents for long-
term care insurance, annuities and home 
health care coverage.

• TwinStar Credit Union with 18 branch-
es and full Internet financial services.

Grange Archives
Some of the historical archives of the 

Grange are contained in the Grange Library 
located at the Central Washington Agricul-
tural Museum in Union Gap.

Pomona Villa
Pomona Villa is a retirement housing 

project sponsored by the Pierce County 
Pomona Grange. It has 40 rental units and 
other facilities near Sumner.
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©
 iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o.
co

m

98th Year  No. 4

Informing Grangers Since 1912

April  2009

Around the Pacific Northwest spring is the season to recognize the important – and beautiful – role agriculture has in our region. 

Commercial crops such as flowers for Easter bouquets sustain family farmers and contribute to our economic well-being.

By Dave Howard, Editor

Rural America stands to inch closer to some 

development goals thanks to the recently passed 

federal economic stimulus package, but dis-

tracters are forcing rural advocates to stand up 

and justify the value of these investments.

Among the most touted elements in the rural 

portion of the stimulus package is $7.2 billion 

to expand broadband Internet access into those 

areas without such service or with inadequate 

service. Pushing broadband Internet into rural 

areas has been a priority of the National Grange 

for many years and while the $7.2 billion will 

not solve the problem for all regions, it is a sig-

nificant start that will improve education and 

medical care while it stimulates business growth 

in these communities.

But ruralites are having to defend their need 

for services taken for granted by their urban 

cousins. The New York Times called the broad-

band expansion into the nation’s heartland a 

“cyber bridge to nowhere” which Dee Davis, 

director of the Center for Rural Strategies, said 

smacked of big-city arrogance. “When people 

think of rural as ‘nowhere,’ [they’re] saying the 

people who live in those places aren’t worth 

working with, they’re not worth helping,” Davis 

complained on National Public Radio (NPR).

Adding to the chorus of those who apparently 

don’t think rural residents are worth much was 

economist Michael Katz. Speaking at the Amer-

ican Enterprise Institute, a conservative think 

tank, Katz said, “Other people don’t like to say 

bad things about rural areas. So I will. The no-

tion that we should be helping people who live 

in rural areas avoid the costs that they impose 

on society … is misguided from an efficiency 

point of view and an equity one.”

Apparently Pres. Obama has a much higher 

view of Americans residing outside city limits. 

During the campaign his platform included the 

following: “Barack Obama will ensure that our 

rural Americans have access to modern commu-

nications infrastructure. He will … [promote] 

affordable broadband coverage across rural 

America as well.”

As he signed the economic stimulus bill, Pres. 

Obama reinforced that promise. “Because we 

know we can’t build our economic future on the 

transportation and information networks of the 

past, we are remaking the American landscape 

with the largest new investment in our nation’s 

infrastructure since Eisenhower built an Inter-

state Highway System in the 1950s.” he said.

The total stimulus investment should create 

nearly 400,000 jobs associated with rebuilding 

roads, bridges, repairing faulty dams and levees 

and bringing broadband connections to busi-

nesses and homes.

Most rural Americans compare the fight for 

broadband with struggles to get phone service 

or electricity in the twentieth century. “If you’re 

not connected,” Davis said, “you’re sitting out 

the dance.”
According to the 2007 USDA Census of Ag-

riculture, rural residents in Western states fare 

better than all others when they attempt to use 

broadband. Thirty-eight percent of farms in 

All across Washington state, members are readying their entries for a multitude of 

Grange contests. Judging on the county and district levels is progressing throughout 

the spring with final competition to occur at the upcoming State Grange convention 

this June in Longview. The prize-winning quilts above were on display at last year’s 

state convention in Colville.

Grange prevails 

over food giant 

in fight to save 

trademark rights
Tyson Foods has withdrawn its filing to regis-

ter and trademark the term “Grange and Grass-

land” on a new line of natural meat products. 

The world’s largest meat packer filed an “Ex-

press Abandonment” with the U.S Trademark 

Trial and Appeal Board, thus ending more than 

a year of administrative actions and negotia-

tions with the National Grange, which holds the 

trademark rights to the term “Grange.”

According to legal sources, Tyson Foods is 

now precluded from registering the same or 

substantially identical mark in the future.

The National Grange challenged Tyson’s 

planned use of the mark on the basis that its loss 

to the food company would hamper the many 

grass-roots educational and community service 

programs put on by approximately 2,700 lo-

cal Granges across the United States, of which 

food and food production is a crucial part. The 

National Grange gathered evidence on liter-

ally thousands of Grange-sponsored commu-

nity events to support their position. The parties 

were unable to come to any kind of licensing 

agreement.
National Grange President Ed Luttrell stated, 

“We appreciate Tyson Foods’ recognition of 

the importance and value of this mark to the 

National Grange and especially to our grass-

roots based community Granges that use it in 

conjunction with their many educational and 

community service projects.” Luttrell went on 

to point out that if the Grange does not defend 

its trademarks, it can lose them to other orga-

nizations and companies. “If we had lost the 

name ‘Grange’ to Tyson Foods, local Granges 

were concerned that they might have had to get 

permission to use the term on their fund-raiser 

breakfasts, dinners and potluck suppers. Can 

you imagine that?” 

While the term “Grange” can mean an old 

English farm, dictionaries also recognize it as 

the title for our national, state and local organi-

zations. To many the term means an organiza-

tion dedicated to the betterment of local com-

munities through public service projects, rural 

advocacy, scholarship funds and other positive 

activities. Grange leaders are well aware of the 

meaning and importance of the mark and, over 

the years, have defended it against numerous 

infringements ranging from restaurants to hous-

ing developments and even to a line of imported 

West Coast states have high-speed connections 

compared with 33.4 percent in the Midwest, 

30.9 percent in the Northeast and only 27.3 per-

cent in the South. Washington farms beat these 

averages all across the board with 42.7 percent 

of farms being connected to high-speed Internet 

(which is 29.7 percent above the national aver-

age).
However, this is still far below national sta-

tistics showing some 55 percent of all adult 

Americans now have a high-speed Internet con-

nection at home. This number was released last 

summer by the Pew Internet & American Life 

See Stimulus – page 5

Economic stimulus package

may be boon to rural areas

EXCLUSIVE NEWS 
REPORTS cover 
Grange activities at the 
local, state and national 
levels.

FEATURE ARTICLES 
focus on interesting 
people, places and events.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 
keep readers abreast of actions 
taken by elected officials that 
will impact their lives and 
their communities.

VIEWPOINT articles by 
Grange leadership and state 
officials give a unique perspec-
tive on the issues crucial to rural 
communities.

GUEST EDITORIALS deliver 
opinions of key policymakers 
within the state.

ADVERTISING highlights 
quality products and services 
to thousands of consumers 
statewide.

LETTERS from readers offer 
insight and opinions on a vari-
ety of issues.

NATIONAL FARM AND 
RURAL LIVING legislative 
and agricultural reports keep 
readers up to date.

Each Grange family automatically receives a subscription to 
The Washington State Grange News, one of the nation’s leading 
Grange farm and rural living publications. Subscriptions begin as 
soon as the local Grange secretary reports new members’ names 
and addresses.

On a monthly basis, The Washington State Grange News informs 
its more than 70,000 readers about important legislative issues, both 
state and national, as well as Grange activities. Helpful features of 

interest to homemakers and other special articles combine to make 
the publication interesting, valuable and worthwhile reading.

The Washington State Grange News has been bringing important 
information to Grange families since 1912.

Informing Grangers Since 1912
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Whether moving grain across the United States or around the world, providing resources 

for insurance and financial planning, or providing the energy you need to get the job 

done, we understand your business. 

It’s our depth of resources in everything from energy to grains to foods that allows us to 

bring our partners’ vision to life. Through our petroleum refineries, farmer members, 

processing plants, mills, terminals and member cooperatives, we’re strongly linked 

with essential grain, food, agronomy and energy resources to help your vision become reality. 

You can depend on our integrated supply and grain-based foods system for the 

production inputs, transportation, grain marketing and value-added processing to match 

your output with consumer needs. 

To learn more, visit chsinc.com

With the right partner, 

anything is possible.



1�

ATTENTION SENIORS!
Are You Concerned About...

Financial Security?
Insuring Your Life?

Protecting Your Health?
Preserving Your Freedom of Choice?

Get the answers you may need to make the best decisions possible
regarding your health care and other important aspects of your life.

If you would like more information, please contact Marketing General Agents, Inc.

(800) 541-0276
An insurance agent will contact you.

Neither Marketing General Agents, Inc., Great American Senior Benefits nor its agents
are connected with or endorsed by the US Government or the Federal Medicare Program.

Marketing General Agents, Inc., partners with Great American Senior Benefits!

GASB-12-0017 12/8/08
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Checking at a whole new level.
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Learn More About Your Grange...

Grange Cooperative Group
The Grange Cooperative Group, orga-

nized in 1955, promotes the interrelated ac-
tivities of the Washington State Grange and 
its affiliated organizations. Group members 
include the State Grange, The Washington 
State Grange News, Grange Insurance As-
sociation, Twin County Credit Union, CHS, 
Inc., and Marketing General Agents.

The activities of the group are designed 
to increase the visibility of group members 
through a combination of advertising, pub-
lic information and educational programs. 
It is felt that these efforts will combine to 

enhance the standing of the Grange within 
the state while, at the same time, draw ben-
efits to the affiliated organizations.

This booklet is one of the most visible 
achievements of the Grange Cooperative 
Group. It is distributed to new members of 
the Granges as an educational service.

Other projects of the Cooperative Group 
include:

• Production of educational materials 
related to the Grange.

• Co-sponsorship, with the State Grange, 
of the Pomona Fair Booth Contest.

• Sponsorship of the annual Grange Hall 
Improvement Contest.

• Sponsorship of the statewide Com-
munity Service Contest.

People, Pride
& Progress:
1�5 Years

of the Grange
in America

By David H. Howard
Editor, Wash. Grange News

The most comprehensive and complete history of the 
Grange in more than 60 years. At last, Grangers have an 
authoritative source of information covering the first 125 
years of Grange accomplishments.

The 336-page hardcover book is in easy-to-read narra-
tive form with more than 60 historic pictures, index and 
bibliography.

“Throughout its history, the Grange has been an impor-
tant voice for the citizens of rural America.” 
– Former Speaker of the House, U.S. Rep. Thomas 
Foley, in his foreword to the book.

“People, Pride and Progress is an accurate, literate, 
professional representation of the Grange over its 125-
year history. It is a pleasure to read.” – Lowell Dyson, 
historian, U.S. Department of Agriculture

Order from:
National Grange
1616 H St. NW
Washington, DC 20006

    $12 each plus p&h of $3 for 1-4 books, $6 for 5-8 books.

Washington
Grangers
Celebrate
a Century

By Gus Norwood

Memorializing the centennial of the 
Washington State Grange

Washington Grangers Celebrate a Century tells the fasci-
nating story of how farmers banded together to improve rural 
life, influence legislation, bring electricity to their farms and 
build cooperatives to conduct their business.

The 192-page book contains more than 50 historic pho-
tographs. Full color cover/dust jacket. The foreword was 
written by then U.S. Rep. Thomas S. Foley.

“...a history of which we can all be proud.” 
            – Rep. Thomas Foley 

“Norwood’s book should be read by each Grange member 
and others interested in our state’s history.”

          – Terry Hunt, President
             Washington State Grange

Order from:
Washington State Grange
P.O. Box 1186
Olympia, WA 98507

    Paperback copies $6.75; hardcover copies $10 
    (includes p&h and sales tax)
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   The Grange...
   It’s In Your Hands

Even a quick glance through 
this booklet shows that there’s 
something for everyone in this 
organization. Whether your inter-
ests are in arts and crafts, music, 
legislative action, or activities for 
young people, there are Grange 
programs to fit your needs.

Everyone can profit from in-
volvement in Grange activities and 
programs. Aside from the personal 
satisfaction of accomplishing some-
thing you enjoy, there is the greater 
reward of being an active part of an 
organized effort to bring people together 
for good times, constructive activities and 
honest, hard-working community building.

But Grange programs are not static. Over 
the past 135-plus years the organization has 
been molded and reshaped by its members again and 
again – allowing the Grange to remain responsive to 
individual and community needs. Grangers hold in 
their hands a unique American treasure, one of our 
last bastions of democratic grass-roots activism.

Why not make this the year to 
get more involved? And, while 
you’re at it, there are friends 
and neighbors who could ben-
efit from association with the 

Grange. Encourage them to fill 
in the membership application below 

and either submit it to one of your own 
local Grange officers or send it directly 
to the Washington State Grange office. 
Photocopy this page and get several 
people to sign up. Your friends will 
thank you for the opportunity to join 
the Grange.

For more information, contact your 
community Grange officers, visit our 

Web site or –

 The Washington State Grange
 P.O. Box 1186
 Olympia, Wash. 98507-1186
 (800) 854-1635
 www.wa-grange.org (Join Online!)

Application for Regular/Associate Membership
Washington State Grange

Name _____________________________________ Address __________________________________

City _________________________ State _______ Zip ___________ Birthdate ___________________

County ______________________ Telephone (      )_____________ Occupation __________________

 I hereby apply for regular membership in _________________________________ Grange No._____
 I hereby apply for associate membership in the Grange organization, and understand that the Washington 
State Grange will nominate me for membership in a Grange near my home.
 I am 14 years of age or more and understand that my membership is subject to the bylaws of my subor-
dinate Grange and to the Constitution and Bylaws of the State and National Granges. I realize that $3.02 
of my annual dues pays for a subscription to the Washington State Grange News.

Signature of Applicant _____________________________________________ Date _______________
___



Washington  State  Grange
924 Capitol Way S. #300

Post Office Box 1186
Olympia, WA 98507

800/854-1635
360/943-9911

fax: 360/357-3548

E-MAIL: grange@wa-grange.org
WEB: www.wa-grange.org
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